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Links Menu (Blogroll) 

Contents: Links Widget  

As bloggers we link to our friends, interesting stories, and popular web sites. Links make the Internet what it 

is. Without them it would be very hard to get from one site to another. WordPress.com gives you many 

different ways to use links on your blog. 

The Links menu in your blog can be used to create a blogroll. A blogroll is essentially just a list of links. The 

term was originally used because it was a list of links to other blogs, but you can include links to any URL.  

 

Links Widget 

Adding links to your blogroll doesn’t do anything for your readers unless you display them on your blog. To 

display them in your sidebar you need to add the Links Widget to your sidebar. 

Contents: Visual Editor Links, HTML Editor Links, Links containing the "@" symbol 

This page is designed to help you add links to your posts or pages. If you want to create a lists of links to 

your favorite blogs or sites in your sidebar, please visit the Links Menu (Blogroll) support page. 

There are a couple of ways to add links to your posts or pages. You can use either the Visual, or HTML 

editors to create them so we’re going to outline both methods below. 

Visual Editor Links 

To add a link using the Visual editor: 

1. Highlight the text you want to link.  

2. Click the link button on the toolbar.  

3. A popup will appear with configuration options 

for the link. 

  

Link URL – The URL of the link (include http:// at the 

start for external websites) 

Target – Select if you want the link to open in a new 

window or the same window. 

Title – Title of the link when a visitor hovers over it (a 

small tooltip will appear with the title) 

Class – Advanced. Specify a CSS class for the link  
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4. After setting the options, click the Insert button, and the highlighted text will change to the color 

blue with an underline to signify a link as shown in the image below: 

 

HTML Editor Links 

To create a link using the HTML editor: 

1. Highlight the text you want to turn into a link.  

2. Click the link button on the toolbar. 

3. A popup will appear asking for the link URL. 

 

4. Type or paste in the URL, click the OK button and the highlighted text will be wrapped with the 

HTML link code. 

 

 

Links containing the “@” symbol 

If you try to put this (for example) 

 

into the Add Link page, the @ gets removed for security reasons and unfortunately means that your link will 

not work.  

To get around this, you need to instead enter @ as in the image below:  

 

Please be aware that if you re-edit the link the @ once again disappear so you’ll need to redo the above 

 

Download Links 

Contents: Link to a Media Library Document, Link to a Document URL 
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Link to a Media Library Document 

To insert a link using a document from your blog’s Media Library, follow these steps: 

1. Click the Add Media button. 

 

2. Click the Media Library tab. 

 

3. Find the document you want to use and click the Show link. 

 
 

4. Type in a Title which will be used as the link text. 

 
 

5. Click the File URL button so the link will point directly to the file. 

 

 
6. Click the Insert into Post button. 
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7. The download link for your file will be inserted into the post or page. 

 

Link to a Document URL 

To insert a link using a file’s URL that is stored somewhere else on the Internet, follow these steps: 

1. Click the Add Media button. 

  

 

2. Click the From URL tab. 

 

3. Type the URL to the file and the Title that will be used as the link text. 

 
4. Click the Insert into Post button.  

5. The download link for your document will be inserted into the post or page. 

 

 

Text Widget Links 

If you would like to add a link in your sidebar and don’t know how to write HTML code, it is easiest to start 

a new post (make sure it is empty) and use the editor to create your link. 
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After the link is created, switch the editor to HTML. 

 

If your post was empty when you started, the only HTML code in the editor should be for your link. If it’s a 

simple text link it would look similar to: 

 

If an image is the link, it would look similar to: 

 

Copy all of the HTML code in the editor and paste it into a Text Widget. 

 

 

Image Links 

Contents 

• Link to a Media Library Image  

• Link to an Image URL  

• Image links in your sidebar 

Link to a Media Library Image 

To insert a link using an image from your blog’s Media Library, follow these steps: 

1. Click the Add an Image button. 

 

2. Click the Media Library tab. 
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3. Click the Show link next to the image you would like to add to your post or page. 

 
4. Configure the Link URL field.  

• If you don’t want the image to link to anything, leave the Link URL field blank.  

• If you want the image to link to the original file, click the File URL button to fill in the Link 

URL field.  

• If you want the image to link to a formatted blog page containing just the image, click the Post 

URL button to fill in the Link URL field. 

 

5. Click the Insert into Post button.  

6. The image is inserted into your post and linked whatever 

was in the Link URL field. 

 

 

 

Link to an Image URL 

To insert a link using an image URL stored somewhere else on the Internet, follow these steps: 

1. Click the Add an Image button. 

2. Click the From URL tab. 
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3. Type the URL of the image file into the Image URL text box and fill in the Link Image To text 

box.  

o If you don’t want the image to link to anything, leave the Link Image To field blank.  

o If you want the image to link to the original file, click the Link to image button to fill in 

the Link Image To field.  

 

4. Click the Insert into Post button.  

5. The image is inserted into your post and linked to the web site you set. 

 

 

Image links in your side bar 

Adding an image link in your sidebar couldn’t be easier – simply use the Sidebar Image Widget 

The Image widget provides you with a simple way to display an image in your blog’s sidebar. 

If you are looking to add an image from your computer, make sure that you first upload it from Media -> 

Add New in your blog’s dashboard. Once the image has been uploaded successfully, you can simply copy 

the URL appearing in the File URL field and paste that into the Image URL field of the Image Widget, as 

depicted below. For further help on uploading an image to your Media Library, please refer to the 

appropriate documentation. 
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Widget title – The title to be displayed above the 

image. 

URL of image to display – The valid URL of the 

image you wish to display. Check the URL in a 

browser before adding it to the widget. Note that the 

URL should end with an extension specific to an 

image file (such as .jpg, .gif, .png, etc.). 

Alternate text – Text to be used as a replacement 

whenever the image cannot be viewed. 

Image title – Text to be displayed as a tooltip (when 

a mouse pointer is hovered over the image). 

Caption – Text to be displayed as caption under the 

image. When a caption is used, the image and 

caption will have a border style added. 

Image Alignment – How to align the image; choices: left, right, center, none. 

Width – The width (in px) to display the image as. This should be a value equal to or less than your theme’s 

sidebar. If you leave this empty, the widget will attempt to determine the original width of the image and use 

that. 

Height – The height (in px) to display the image as. If you leave this empty, the widget will attempt to 

determine the original height of the image and use that. 

Link URL – The URL to load when the image is clicked. 

 

 


